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to confess obligations where no benefit has been received,
or to be unwilling that the Publick should consider me as
owing that to a Patron which Providence has enabled me
to do for myself.

' Having carried on my work thus far with so little
obligation to any favourer of learning, I shall not be
disappointed though I should conclude it, if less be
possible, with less ; for I have been long wakened from
that dream of hope, in which I once boasted myself with
so much exultation, my Lord, your Lordship's most
humble, most obedient servant,

'SAM. JOHNSON/

The Dictionary, with a Grammar and History of the
English Language, being now at length published, in two
volumes folio, the world contemplated with wonder so
stupendous a work achieved by one man, while other
countries had thought such undertakings fit only for
whole academies. Vast as his powers were, I cannot but
think that his imagination deceived him, when he
supposed that by constant application he might have
performed the task in three years. Let the Preface be
attentively perused, in which is given, in a clear, strong,
and glowing style, a comprehensive, yet particular view
of what he had done ; and it will be evident, that the time
he .employed upon it was comparatively short. I am
unwilling to swell my book with long quotations from
what is in everybody's hands, and I believe there are few
prose compositions in the English language that are read
with more delight, or are more impressed upon the
memory, than that preliminary discourse. One of ids